
                                                                                         

 

English Curriculum Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 

Book Titles 
(Reading 

comprehension) 

Super Milly 
Super Duper You! 

I Love Me! 
A Superpower 

Like Mine 
The Smeds and 

The Smoos 
Elmer 

Non-fiction books 
about senses 

The day the 
crayons quit 

 
Non-fiction books 

about the 
Seasons 

 
Christmas stories 

 
 

Choosing 
Crumble 

 
Non-fiction 

books about old 
toys 

 
Lost in the Toy 

Museum 

The Enormous 
Crocodile 

 
Anansi the Spider 

James and the 
Giant Peach 

 
Non-fiction books 

about growing 

Poetry anthology 
Friends and 
Anemones 

English 
(books for 
Writing) 

 

Incredible You 
My Hair 

The Lion Inside 

Colour Monster 
A colour of his 

own 
Where the 

poppies now 
grow 

Toy Story (film) 
Dogger 

Traction Man 

Handa’s Surprise 
The Ugly Five 

Jack’s Beanstalk 
Stinks 

The Wolf’s Story 
by Toby Forward 

The Jolly Postman 

Rainbow Fish 
Tiddler 

Dear Greenpeace 

Year 2 

Book Titles 
(Reading 

comprehension) 

Writing: The 
Gruffalo 

Julia Donaldson 
 

Reading: The Owl 
who was Afraid of 

the Dark 
Jill Tomlinson 

 
 

Writing: Three 
Little Wolves and 
the Big, Bad, Pig 
Eugene Trivizas 

 
Reading: Bill’s 

New Frock 
Anne Fine 

Writing: George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

Roald Dahl 
 

Reading: Giraffe, 
Pelly and Me and 
The Magic Finger 

Roald Dahl 
 

Writing: The Boy 
who Biked the 

World 
Alastair 

Humphreys 
 

Reading: A Lamb 
called Lucky 
Helen Peters 

 

Writing: The 
Hodgeheg 

Dick King Smith 
 

Reading: Don’t 
Cook Cinderella 
Francesca Simon 

Writing & 
Reading:  

The Boy at the 
Back of the Class 

Onjali Q. Rauf 



English 
(books for 
Writing) 

 

Narrative – The 
Gruffalo 

Character 
descriptions – The 

Gruffalo 
Information text – 

habitats 
Animal poetry 

Diary entry – 
Samuel Pepys 

Information texts 
– Great Fire of 

London 
Poetry (Bonfire 

Night) 
Instructions – 

bread 

Grammar tasks 
Postcards/Letters 

Non-
chronological 

text - Australia 
Narrative 

 

Amelia Earhart 
newspaper writing 
Explorers website 

design 
Message in a 

bottle 
Instructions to 
make a boat 

 

Narrative – The 
Hodgeheg 

Personification  
Descriptive 

writing of journey 
of Hodgeheg, 

Explanation text 
– lifecycle of 
butterflies 
Recount of 
butterflies 

 

Non-
chronological 

report –Florence 
Nightingale 

Formal Letter – 
Florence to 

Sydney Herbert 
about Scutari 

Hospital 
Narrative 

Creative writing – 
Police appeal 
about Missing 
Crown jewels 

 

Year 3 

Book Titles 
 

The BFG 
Roald Dahl 

Stig of the Dump 
Clive King 

Operation 
Gadgetman 

Malorie 
Blackman 

The Secret Seven 
Enid Blyton 

Charlotte’s Web 
E.B. White 

Poetry and short 
stories 

Genres 
 

Narrative 
Information text 

Newspaper 
report 

Diary entry 

Diary entry 
Narrative – 
setting and 
character 

description 
Recount 

 

Narrative – 
(adventure) 

character and 
setting 

description 
Letter of 

complaint 
Letter of apology 

Narrative – 
dialogue 

Narrative – 
(suspense / 

mystery) 
character and 

setting description 

Diary entry 
Narrative – 

setting 
description 

Persuasive text 
Biography 

Non-
chronological 

reports 

Narratives 
Diary entry 

Poetry 

Year 4 

Book Titles 
 

The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 

The Lion, The 
Witch & 

Wardrobe 
C.S. Lewis 

The Boy in the 
Girls’ Bathroom 

Louis Sachar 

Alice In 
Wonderland 

Playscript 
performance 

Alone on the 
Wide, Wide Sea 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

Street Child 
Berlie Doherty 



Genres 
 

Diary entry 
Narrative 

Narrative – 
Alternative 

ending 
Recount 

Narrative – story 
with dilemmas 

Persuasive 
writing 

Playscript 

Diary entry 
Character 

descriptions 
Narrative 

Recount 
Information texts 

Year 5 

Book Titles 
 

How to Train your 
Dragon 

Cressida Cowell 

The Peculiars 
Kieran Larwood 

Cosmic 
Frank Cottrell 

The Silver Sword 
Ian Serraillier 

The Explorer 
Katherine Rundell 

The Girl of Ink 
and Stars 

Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave 

Genres 
 

Persuasive writing  
Instructions 
Diary entry 

Descriptions using 
figurative 
language 

Instructions  
Setting 

descriptions 
Character 

descriptions  
Newspaper 

reports 
Editing skills  

Informal letter  
Character and 

setting 
descriptions  
Diary entries  
Newspaper 

article 
Discursive texts 
Persuasive texts 

Poetry 
Play scripts 
Narrative  
Recount  

Monologue 
Editing skills  

Descriptions 
Narrative 

Persuasive text  
Poetry  

Informal letter 
Formal letter  
Newspaper 

articles  
Diary entry 
Editing skills  

 

Setting 
descriptions  

Summary  
Character 

description  
Informal letter 
Diary entries 

Discursive texts 
Prediction 
Narratives   

Editing skills  
 
 

Research skills  
Diary entries  

Setting 
descriptions  
Narratives  
Character 

descriptions  
Non-

chronological 
report  

Biographies  
Informal letter  

Editing skills  
 

Setting 
descriptions  
Narratives 
Recounts  

Descriptions  
Editing skills    

 
 

Year 6 

Book Titles 
 

Millions 
Frank Cottrell-

Boyce 

Titanic: My Story 
Ellen Emerson 

White 

Alex Rider 
Stormbreaker 

Antony Horowitz 

Cogheart 
Peter Bunzl 

The Hobbit 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

Wonder 
R.J. Palacio 

Genres 
 

Persuasive text  
Formal letter  
Diary entry  

Persuasive advert 
Discursive  

Newspaper  
Narrative  

BHM Writing  

Non 
chronological 

report 
Persuasive advert 

Diary entry  
Narrative 

description 
Formal letter 

Narratives 
focusing on 

suspense  
Setting 

description  
Narratives 

incorporating 
dialogue  

Recount 
Diary  

Character 
description  

Advert 
(description)  

Diary  
Newspaper article 

Narrative 
description 

Setting 
description  
Narrative 

incorporating 
dialogue 

Preparation for 
Y6 moderation  

Redrafting, 
editing and 
improving  



Summarising  
Editing skills  

Narratives 
incorporating 

dialogue 
Newspaper  

Discursive text  
Setting 

description  
Editing skills  

 
 

Persuasive advert 
Non-

Chronological 
report 

Editing skills  

Narrative  
Editing skills  

 

Setting 
description  
Monologue  
Discursive   

Editing skills  
 

 


